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“PYP gives us a template...of this really 
meaningful and successful integration 
of the subject matter itself and reflec-
tion (on it).” Litwin continued, “I really 
appreciate that their learning is no lon-
ger compartmentalized. It shows Jewish 
studies has broader implications in kids’ 
lives.”

Other IB tenets include “learning leads 
to action” and “a peaceful world can 
be achieved through understanding.” 
Schwartz said these ideals are in lock-
step with the Jewish concept of tikkun 
olam, or repairing the world. 

Michelle Rosenbloom, parent of three 
PJA students, ages 6 to 13, credits PYP 
with her daughters’ burgeoning knowl-
edge of global awareness. Referring 
to lessons about recycling, she said, “I 
can’t throw anything away without be-
ing questioned. It’s wonderful to have 
the kids so aware of the planet and our  
effect on it.”

The International School, too, believed 
PYP’s core concepts would fit perfectly 
into the immersion school’s established 
academic program and value system for 
its 394 pre-kindergarten through fifth-
grade students, said Erika Kohn, cur-
riculum coordinator.

“We seemed to be a classic example of 
an IB World School,” she said, adding 
that PYP methodology further bolsters 
concepts of global citizenship and life-
long learning among the students who 
choose fluency in Spanish, Japanese or 
Chinese.

“We are a stream-of-cultural aware-
ness,” Kohn said of her school. “It’s not 
just flags and festivals.”

Upon further reflection, Haskins said it’s 
no wonder her school’s young charges are 
demonstrating otherwise heady notions 
of learning and behavior: Teachers are 
trained to constantly use and model the 
10 learner profiles buttressed by loads of 
written work.

“The integration and naturalness of 
learner-profile language is really starting 
to show,” she said. 

Studies have shown IB kids fare better 
overall throughout their primary, mid-
dle, high school and on into their col-
lege years. And yet, IB’s Primary Years 
Programme for the youngest students is 
not the end-all, be-all for every school. 
IB itself is “touted as a reform tool” for 
schools, explained Sandra M. Coyle, IB’s 
marketing and communications manager 
for the Americas. 

Elementary schools, in their bid to dif-
ferentiate themselves, often believe PYP’s 
focus on the whole child in the context of 
a global society is the ticket.

“PYP is a great program, but there are 
lots of great programs out there. This is 
one,” said Andrea Morgan, education 
specialist with the Oregon Department 
of Education in Salem. 

“We see a lot of elementary schools very 
interested in IB,” she continued, “until 
they see the price tag. … “I think what 
you have to be aware of is the needs of the 
community.” For some districts or school 
communities, they simply don’t have the 
money to become even a candidate PYP 
school. The two-part application alone 
costs $14,000 and there are additional 
fees into the thousands for teacher train-
ing, annual dues and other requirements.

Nancy Louie Lee, parent of two  
International School students, ages 8 
and 7, said she believes PYP empha-
sizes a depth of learning not previously  
available. 

“I was recently struck by how my 
third-grader was building knowl-
edge and connecting concepts she has 
learned,” Lee said of facts her daugh-
ter gleaned from a unit connecting 
slavery and earning disparities today 
between African-Americans and white 
Oregonians.

PYP schools’ core values shun the more 
rote triumvirate of being safe, respectful 
and responsible, according to Kohn and 
other schools’ administrators and educa-
tors. Rather, PYP schools integrate 10 
“learner profiles” into daily lessons in 
all subjects as part of students’ character 
education. 

Perhaps awkward at first, the learner pro-
files – including Risk Takers, Thinkers 
and Communicators – represent the 10 
pieces that make a whole PYP student. 
Each pupil from the earliest grade is 
taught to think like, if not become, a Risk 
Taker or Balanced.

At Bonny Slope Elementary School, a 
new kindergarten-through-fifth grade 
public school with 459 students, Prin-
cipal Kim Haskins says she hears in di-
rect conversations and hallway chatter 
students employing the sophisticated 
learner-profile vocabulary.

“I had a student the other day talk about 
how she’s being principled,” said an im-
pressed Haskins, referring to the PYP’s 
fifth learner profile and her school’s focus 
in January on that concept. 
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Local PYP schools’ representatives wax giddy over 
their commitment to becoming authorized IB World 
Schools and the positive differences they already see 
in their students. 

They are realistic, too, about the prerequisite money, 
time and resources to gain the desired status. Said 
Haskins, the Bonny Slope principal: “There is a lot 
of work – an incredible amount of work – that goes 
along with (PYP authorization).” For example, an 
important requirement among teachers is consistent 
collaboration to foster among the educators learning, 
sharing of ideas and team work. Eking out the time 
for this additional work has been a big challenge, 
Haskins said. 

“I feel we still need more training, and it is some-
times hard because the school has already a calendar 
with events that we have to follow,” said Pilar Arias, 
a second-grade Spanish immersion instructor at The 
International School, who nonetheless is very enthu-
siastic about PYP.

Bonny Slope in the Beaverton School District has 
money just for the core requirements, no extras, such 
as paying teachers for additional planning periods. 
“But this is our focus, and the teachers are excited 
about it,” as is the district led by Superintendent Je-
rome ( Jerry) Colonna, Haskins said. 

Erika Kohn, the International School’s curriculum 
coordinator, said a fourth-grade student recently told 
her how much she’d learned from a research project. 
As the PYP curriculum framework dictated, the stu-
dent took charge of her research; her teacher didn’t 
feed her facts.

Said Kohn: “That’s a great little snapshot of what 
we’re trying to achieve through PYP.”

With a master’s degree in journalism from UC 
Berkeley, Jenn Director Knudsen of Southwest 
Portland focuses largely on human-interest fea-
tures, religion, health and issues of importance 
to parents. She has two young daughters. 
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